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or region should depend to any large extent on any one industry
depending for its existence on imports and/or exports. The main
import and export industries of the nation should, so far as possible,
be fairly evenly distributed between those regions that are adequately
served with suitable ports.
(10) EXPANDING AND CONTRACTING INDUSTRIES.
One of the functions of the regional office of the Central Authority
envisaged by the Royal Commission will be to study the expansion
and contraction of all industries, to ensure a good balance of ex-
panding and contracting industries, and to provide warning of
potential depressions.
(u) NEW INDUSTRIES.
Each region should encourage the development of new industries
emerging from the laboratory or invention stage, by providing
research facilities, " nest " factories in suitable locations, and by
other means. The new industries of to-day are the expanding
industries of to-morrow.
(12)  STRATEGIC SUB-DIVISION.
For strategic reasons various plants are being split up into many
parts, e.g. in Parliament it has been referred to one plant which
formerly occupied a single site which is now scattered over five
counties in 42 separate production units. Such splitting obviously
interferes seriously with production, and normally would not be
desired on so extensive a scale. But there is no doubt that vital
production should be sub-divided, and in any case such a policy
automatically tends towards producing diversification in settlements
and regions.
(13)  LARGE v, SMALL PRODUCTION UNITS.
Apart from strategic reasons there are social reasons which favour
smaller rather than larger factory units. These social reasons must
be given full weight against the short term economic advantages that
may result from rapid rationalisation and concentration into very
large units.
(14)  INTERCHANGE OF TECHNICAL SKILL AND INFORMATION.
Both for the manual worker and the technician it is important
that good diversification be obtained with provision for adult educa-
tional facilities by means of which skill and experience can be
widened, and technical thought " cross-fertilised " by contacts with
technicians in dissimilar industries.
(15)  INFLUENCE OF SOCIAL CHANGE.
The emancipation of women will certainly be. greatly forwarded
by the war. It will no doubt be very much commoner for both
husbands and wives to work outside the home, making use of nursery
schools for the care of children. Should there be marked changes
in such direction as this, the sex composition of the potential working
population might be appreciably altered.